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Dr. J. Taylor        Online: Introduction to Humanities     Hum 1020
Spring 2023  **Syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the professor.
Professor: Jennifer Taylor, Ph.D.  
Email Hours: Monday , Wednesday, Friday 1:00-3:00pm. Tuesday and Thursday 1-2pm, 4-5pm.
Office: 1-319     
Office Phone: 407-582-2746
Email: jtaylor@valenciacollege.edu
Humanities Dept. Phone: 407-582-2036 or 582-2341
College Main Phone: 407-582-2000
Email:  Students may contact me either through Canvas messages, or through my Valencia email address: jtaylor@valenciacollege.edu
When using email, please remember to put your name and the name of the course ("HUM 1020 Online") in the subject line of your email. Please remember to use your Valencia email when emailing me.
IMPORTANT NOTE: If you send me an email after my contact time has ended for the day, please do not expect a reply until the next day. (If you send me an email over the weekend, you will get a response on Monday, so please plan ahead!) 
                                                                                                                                                             REQUIRED TEXTBOOK: Gloria K. Fiero. Landmarks in the Humanities, 5th Edition, McGraw Hill Publishers
No. Credit Hours:  3.0
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course is a basic introduction to the study of humanities that focuses on central concepts, historical developments, and the fundamental nature of philosophy, architecture, music, religion, and art.  Concepts from these disciplines are integrated with contemporary American culture. Covers from the ancient world to the 20th Century. There is no prerequisite for this course.
This is not a Gordon Rule writing course, and therefore, will not satisfy the Gordon Rule requirements of the State Board of Education, Rule 6A-10.30.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
As a result of taking this course, students will be able to:
· Articulate connections between humanities and life
· Interpret a work of art, literature, philosophy, or religion
· Show sensitivity towards different cultural perspectives
Canvas and Atlas Email System
The instructor will use the Canvas email system (which may be forwarded to students’ Atlas email accounts) for contacting students outside of class time.  Each student is required to check their Canvas and Atlas email regularly (that means more than once a week) so that they do not miss any important announcements from the instructor.  The instructor is not responsible for information that is missed because a student failed to check their Canvas and Atlas email frequently.  
ONLINE COURSE ENVIRONMENT
An online course is a course in which all of the content is delivered online at Valencia using the college-approved course management system. Online courses can provide opportunities for students to attend anytime from anywhere; however, the online student must take responsibility for his or her own learning. In any distance education program, the capacity for self-directed learning is crucial. While instructors and fellow students can provide some support, the online distance learner is expected to provide the internal motivation to manage his or her own learning during the course of study and have a basic grasp of Internet navigation skills and word processing skills. Canvas is used to deliver all instruction in this online course and the student is responsible to learn to use this delivery system. Students should visit the course at least every 48 hours to remain up-to-date on communications from the instructor and fellow students. 
Attendance During the First Week of Classes
Attendance during the first week of classes is mandatory.  Anyone who misses class  during the first week of class will be withdrawn as a “No Show”—no exceptions. 
Attendance will be counted by participation in weekly assignments. If a student misses a week's deadline for its assignments, which could be a Discussion Board, a Quiz, or even a Test, the student will be marked absent for that week. 
 
GRADING:  
Test Average of three exams = 50% of final grade
Quizzes  Averaged = 25% of final grade
Discussion Boards Averaged = 15% of final grade
Attendance = 10% of final grade
Grading Scale: 100-90=A, 89-80=B, 79-70=C, 69-60=D, 59 and below=F
 
TESTING:
There will be 3 objective exams that shall consist of short answer, essay, fill in the blank, multiple-choice questions and slide identifications.
· Exams must be taken during the scheduled week. 
· If an emergency occurs, you must notify the professor as soon as possible so that arrangements can be made. If you do not notify the professor, you cannot make up the test.
· You may use your study guides, notes, and book with your exam.
· The exams are timed. Be sure you are ready to take the exam when you begin it and that you will not be interrupted. The exams will not be reopened.
 
INTERRUPTED QUIZZES OR EXAMS
Occasionally it happens that your server, computer, or Canvas has an error while you are taking a quiz or an exam, and you need to have the exam or quiz reset. If that happens, you can contact me to help you if I am able to—only if the deadline has not passed. Please be aware of and take into account my office hours. If you email me at 9:55 pm when your quiz is due by 10:00 pm that same day, you should not expect a response from me before the deadline. By the following morning, when I read your email, the deadline will have passed and you will not be eligible to retake or take the quiz you missed. Please plan accordingly.
 
QUIZZES:
There will be a number of quizzes during the semester. Each quiz will be open for one week, and must be completed by the deadline. Quizzes not completed by the deadline will receive a zero grade and count as an absence for that week. 
                       
GUIDELINES AND GRADING CRITERIA FOR DISCUSSION BOARDS
Students are required to post to the Discussion Board on a regular basis, as this is the only way to create a "classroom" atmosphere.
· All original threads should contain a minimum of five (5) complete sentences using good grammar, and must be posted by 11:59 pm on Wednesday of the week for which it is assigned. Anyone who does not post their initial thread by the deadline on Wednesday will automatically receive a zero for the Discussion Board, and it will count as an “absence.” (See the Attendance Policy for how “absences”—in the form of missed assignments or discussions—will affect a student’s status in the course.)
· You should respond to the posts of two other students. These responses should each contain a minimum of three (3) sentences (not counting the greeting) and should be posted by 11:59 pm on Sunday of the week for which it is assigned. Please include a greeting that includes the name of the students you are responding to. (Example: "Hi, Katrina. I really like what you said about so-and-so, but here's how I feel about that . . .)
· You must edit your work before posting. If a post contains numerous spelling, grammar or sentence structure errors, no points will be given.

Posts will be graded according to the following criteria:
· Mastery of the subject matter and concepts
· Evidence of strong critical thinking skills through analysis, synthesis, and/or evaluation
· Writing that is clear, edited, articulate, and free of major grammatical errors
· Thoughtful, engaging responses to classmates' posts that enrich the discussion
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY:
Plagiarism or cheating in any other form will not be tolerated.  Any student caught cheating will automatically receive a failing grade for that particular assignment and possibly for the course.
WITHDRAWAL FROM CLASS:
The withdrawal deadline for the Spring semester is March 24, 2023.
 
VALENCIA PHOTO ID:
Every student must have a new Valencia photo ID in order to check out library books or to use any of the facilities in the library such as the Testing Center. You can get a new ID card in the Security Office on the second floor of building 5 on East Campus.
Statement of support for students with food/housing/financial needs:
·         Any student who has difficulty accessing sufficient food to eat, or who lacks a safe and stable place to live, and believes this may affect his or her performance in the course, is urged to meet with a Counselor in the Advising Center for information about resources that may be available from the college or community.
 
SUMMARY OF COURSE POLICIES
· Students must take the syllabus quiz and post an introduction on the Discussion Board by 11:59 pm on the first Sunday after the semester begins in order not to be dropped from the course as a “No Show.”
· A student who fails to submit assignments (or take quizzes or tests) with seven different due dates will automatically be withdrawn from the course. (See full attendance policy above.)
· Deadline for taking quizzes and tests: Quizzes and tests are each open for a week and they each must be completed by 11:59 pm on the  Sunday. 
· Deadline for submitting homework assignments: Some homework assignments will be due by 11:59 pm on Wednesdays, and others will be due by 11:59 pm on Sundays. Students are responsible for knowing the due dates for each assignment. Specific information about each assignment can be found by clicking on "Tasks" at the top of each weekly module. Late work will not be accepted unless there are extenuating circumstances that can be proven by appropriate documentation. 
· Participation and contribution to class discussions via the Discussion Board are required for successful completion of the course. When discussions are assigned during a given week, each student must post their initial thread by 11:59 pm each Wednesday, and respond to two other students by 11:59 pm on Sunday. Anyone who does not post their initial thread by the deadline on Wednesday will automatically receive a zero for the entire Discussion Board, and it will count as an "absence."
· Academic honesty: Throughout this course, we will discuss our opinions and insights openly. However, when it comes to assignments, quizzes, or exams, you may not share answers with another classmate! Academic honesty is absolutely maintained in this course. You will receive a zero for any assignment that is plagiarized, and may receive a failing grade for the course.
· Communication with Professor: Valencia faculty and staff communicate with students through Atlas and Canvas. It is your responsibility to check the course messages in Canvas and your Atlas e-mail on a regular basis. Failure to check your messages and email does not excuse you from any notices that may be sent to you. When communicating with your professors, you should use professional standards of etiquette. Emails should include a greeting and closing and should be respectful in tone.
· The professor is not responsible for any technical issues. These issues should be resolved with the help of Canvas Support (Phone 407-582-5600).
· Discussion Etiquette: Please refrain from making any disparaging or disrespectful comments to any participant in the course and limit your comments to those which directly relate to the topic of discussion. 
· Quizzes will be open for one week prior to the deadline for taking them, and unit tests one week prior. Quizzes and tests must be completed once they are opened. You will not be allowed to open a quiz or test, save your work, and return to finish it. Once opened, you must complete it. 

All things in Moderation…
--Aristotle, 4th Century BCE Greek philosopher
 Cogito Ergo Sum…
--Descartes, 17th Century CE, philosopher
We are the sum of the choices that we make. Refusing to make a choice is a choice…
--Sartre, 20th century CE philosopher

